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Synopsis of Previous Ch ptirs.
Myra Maynard, a beautiful heiress, U

pursued bv a band of block maslclans.
Their roal la her death so that the for- -
tune of Myra'a father.- - a former member
of the Ulack Order, may come to them
before her arriving at legal aae. accord
Irta to his secret will. '

Or. Payson Alden. a brilliant yountf
phyalclan. who has dented years to the
atudy of the psrchlc, learns of their op-

erations. Many times Myra'a life la saved
by the daring doctor. Ilia efforta are
made especially difficult bv'the recr--t

with the Muck Order ofSnnlvance a wealthy clubman, who la
desperately In loe with Mr. but held
bj fear to the commands of the htxh mas
ter. lly hypnotism Mho (tlrl.la command

d to kill herself In the secret loduer.oom
which her father has built In their house!
aha walks In her sleep to otwv this, but
Is rescued by Alden. Under the Instruc-
tion 'of the physlclsn. Myra learns to
project her astral or spiritual body, and
during one of these psychic experiments
the members of the order toll In their evil
mysteries to bring her death by severing
the astral chord so that the soul cannot
return. The prayers of Mvra'e mother
and the doctor win where science falls.
. r" rltninl flower Is sent to the
Ctrl bv Varney, but Alden's Intervention
saves her from death.

While endeavoring to track down the
criminal- - Alden Is thnarted by dyna-
mite, and returns to his home to find
that at the suggestion of Varney Mvra
has used the doctor's hynnotlttnir machine
to send out her astral In search of htm,
The arch criminal substitutes his own
soul for that of the alrl, and In Myra'a
bodv endeavors to slay her benefactor.
With souls twisted curious thtnrs hap-
pen, but Alden shrewdly forces the

and etcapes with the girl from
a new form of destruction.

Finally the dell worshipers make a
supreme, effort, sending the nstral of Ar-

thur Varnev to the girl's room at night,
where the bodv la materialised according
to the methods of black magic. Vamev
turns on the gas, hut good fortune saves
her once more. Dr. Alden then sets a
trap In her bedroom for a revlsllatlon.
placing ultraviolet ray electric lamps
about the room.

A second attempt Is made or this same
method, no less a person than the high
master materialising. The strange elec-
tric lights, cunningly turned on as he
strives to slay the girl, decompose the
astral materlallrUlon. and Alden fee n

confident that he has slain the arch enemy
. at last.

CHAPTER XXXVII.
The Death Sentence.

i HE Master of tho Black Order

T lay bnck, breathing heavily, hla
limbs twisting: In an occasional
paroxysm ot pain. The black

velvet curtains, closo by tho eaay chair
In which he reclined, seemed sur-
charged with tho writhing of some rest-
less spirit. Arthur Varney leaned for-
ward studying the face of tho leader
with anxiety.

"Do you feel completely recovered,
master?" he asked. "I thought you
wero dead last night. Wo worked over
you for two lfours or more."

The other's voice was husky, as he

"Yes! My nstral went through the
most terrible sufferings. The chord was
nearly destroyed by the ultra-viole- t.

How could that scoundrel have learned
about Its power? And how could thotrap have been set for me so? Who
gave the warning that I waa going
there myself?"

Varney shook his head. The master
fixed his basilisk eyes upon the dark
ones of the clubman.

"Varney, I have more than onco felt
that there was a traitor In tho camp.
You know what happened to that Hin-
doo? Well, thnt was only tho bare sug-fcstl-

of what I know how to do In
of punishment. Bewaro of

treachery, Varney!"
The other man's voice shook as he ex-

tended a pleading hand.
"Oh, master! I have been faithful

unto death. I have sacrificed my every
Impulse to obey your mandates."

"Yes," snarled the other, twisting as
though In renewed agony. "And you
know the reason why you have been
afraid to break your oaths of fealty."

"You will not betray me?"
"No, as long as you remain faithful.

But 1 know well that your love forMyra Mavnard has made you hesitate
several times when success was within
our grasp, ncmeralljer, the reward I
have promised ou will only be paid If
you earn It,"

The master was silent for a few mo-
ments, lost in thought. At laBt he
spoke.

"I am still suffering from the astralpain, du0 to tho drag of the soul, from
those accurfced lights. But. now I know
tho Instrument of our complete ven-
geance." and the master reached to the
left, crashing a. brazen summons on the
Oriental gong which swung closo at
hand.

The master of ceremonies of the Black
Order entered with a slow salaam.

'"Has tho trial begun?" demanded the
master.

"Yes. even aa tho master has com-
manded."

'"Let mo have the listening tube," de-
manded the ruler of evil. A gutta
percha tube was handed to his stiffened
grasp, and he listened with a cruel smile
on his face.

At tho other extremity of the connec-
tion a tragic scene, similar In some
ways to other gatherings of that mys-
terious group of evildoers was being
enacted. Yet there was adeadlv tense-
ness In tho robed figures with hooded
heads which evidenced the change which
had come over the mem-
bers of tho Black Order.

Within tho past few days they had
realized that their lender was not In-
fallible. Tho grip of law and order hod
been closing in about thorn, driving
them from the ancient meeting place to
these new Quarters. Tho hitherto lndls-suab- le

master wns, they knew, even
now suffering from hi psychic adven-
ture, after two abrupt failures.

So It wnsthat the spirit of suspicion
burned In the breast of every memberagainst every fellow. Tho shrewd lead-
er had wlselv Dlnnted with each one
tho germ of doubt, that ho might play
upon this destructive emotion for his
own subtle purposes.

In the center of the black garbed
group stood a man, unhooded. He look-
ed About him fearfully, his ruggged
features now flabby with unconcealed
panic; his gnarled fingers Intertwining
with nervous agitation.

"But. it was only a mistake," he plead-
ed hoarsely. "I swear that I obeyed the
master, bb well as I could.

A chorus of subdued, scornful laughs
greeted thl vain attempt at mollifica-
tion. The gong crashed three times
within, and now came the sibilant voice
of tho master, through the somber tap-
estry walls.

"What say ye, brothers of the Black?
Shall this man die according to our
laws?"

Tho master of ceremonies had reen
tcred, nnd the Judges faced him, peering I

tin uijfsi. wrviiuiba via: vasu sji vmuuiiiw
hoods.

"All those, who havo decided upon tho
punishment for tho traitor will Indicate
their wish In the ancient form," declar,
ed this Individual.

He turned toward the man at his
left with a nuoatlonlng gesture.

"You. Brother Kappa?'7
The, masked man held out his hand J

turning ine tnumu qownwara wnn a
vlclou? iab In tho air.

Tho culprit groaned and looked eager-
ly at the second, on the other's left.

Agnln again, a en In I

The death verdict was registered by

thirteen uncompromising thumbs. The
trembling sufferer- - covered he eye,s wltn.
his 'hands. 'and screamed In ap ab'sb-lut- o

breakdown of spirit: , , - ,
"Mercy!" ' v
lpon nls knees. In the cantor of .the)

cabnllMIc 'porlfngram pointed uppn the)
noor or mo room, nereu, ma, arms ed

In mute anneal. The loader
drew from a recess behind the.alt&r

uashi iviiu n Oliiuil JLMtvil IKWlJtlOiUl1

"It Is decided. Death Is'the punish
merit. ntinoSMI". .' ' .

He extended ,tho two objects to tho
abject victim. Th man stretched for-
ward his hand for .the iknlf.' and' then
his flnrdd' finger rchvxed. Ho' dropped
It to the floor. H' reached for the re- -
ceptaclo and opened' It. as his 'Judges
chuckled knowingly. Within the. btojc
whi n oiiikiu wiiic lauici. b

"What Is. this?" h asked
"Polgon quick and certain: which vay

of death will you follow?" asked tho

"Neither!" nnd the response was bare
Iv louder thnn n whlsner. '

The thirteen black figures about him
arose from their crouching position.,
now tuny. STnoa wnn loinra nrms. 10
culprit stared nbout as though seeking
eomo way to dart through the f"tal
cirelp Yet ho knew it waa a nopeiesa

;'Choocr
They spake In unison, a grim chorus 'nt

sepulchral voices. As the 'white, hnndx
nil pointed nt n'.m ne nnauv weakened.
Ho placed tho tablet within his mnntli
and gulped it down. The figures drew
closer now. Their heads wore nearer
as they watched with morbid rurlosltv
the effect of the deadly drug. -- Suddenly
me Kong nounaecj oncmorelrron..wK'-i- n

and the voice of the evil pontiff
reached trm.

"Snd In the doomed one. I would
snook with him before ho dies." were
his words.

The prisoner was led through thi cur-
tains: ho stumbled n ho walked .like aman In a trance. Within Uio sanctum.Varnev now concealed In tho rorner ofth room, tho Master awaited with a
venomous smile,

"You have learned the lesson fortrsitors. Evn a mistake means doathunder mv rule!"
The victim gulped unaln and rov to

"ri7,k'.. nul no wrd Issued from thewhite lips. Tho Master nliced a blirkbox upon, the nltar near him. and. open-
ing If. disclosed a number of amnll vialsand boxes. He drew one of th glciii
containers from the case, pfter n enre-f;- 'l

sdidv. uncorked It anil smrlled ItThen ho closed the box onco more andput It awov from sight. Varnov ob- -
z.

gggS'jisBH
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H,
served him with fearful curiosity, b'lt
no one spoke until the great criminal
opened his lips.

"Hero Is an antidote which will eave
you from the poison you have Just
taken!"

The culprit gasped ana found hs
tonguo at lost.

"Oh. Master. give It me!" he begged.
"Oh. pardon me. I have only crrcrt. 1101
sinned against our order. I will' make
restitution for the rest of my ilfe: lot
me be vour slave even more than I nitt
now. But save me. Master, save me!"

He tried to snatch the vial, but the
master of ceremonies forced him to his
knees, as the leader dicw back the sav-
ing drug with a conning laugh.

"The Is very slow. You nee,d
not take the nnlldote for twn days." 'no
obsorved. "A greet deal may hapren Jn'
iwo aoys. will pernaps givo you a
cham'u for our life ''

Tljo culprit btyged agnln for the drug,
but the Muster was adamant. '

"You must earn It. 1 have work for
you to do, And you hne only two days
In which to do It," ho turned toward
Varney and tho ccicinonlnl leaUr-"Leav- e

us. I must tnsttuct this man.".
Wlion the two were ulone the Master

engaged In an earpest (conversation
which lasted for many minutes. As he
nnispea no rrmxca nncr- more in mo
easy cnair. ubDlpg his .nchl ig limbs, i

"I have now the chance to rej'ay these
spiritual hurts It la worth It nil In tho
ond,"he inutteied as he c!n:ed his eyes
in evn reverie,

CHAPTER XXXVIII.
Thought Photography.

N his psychological laboratory Pr.
I Payson Alden was giving a Uttlo

talk upon the cut lot's science of
thought rnototraphy. His a'l

riltora were Mrs, Mavnard, Myra and Its
the ublniiltnuB Arthur Varney. The lit-'t- he

ter. despite his cynicism about AUlen'a tstudies, dlsplnypil what teemed an un -

iiiinaiion.
photography," physician

"Is supreme development
of In provlntr the ennerelo ns.
ture of mental activity. Those pictures

havo shown you were authentic nrlnts

easily photographed. But I predict that
we kt'e 'J,ut at the. beginning of this
new 'science.
"It la, rldlculpus," commented Mrs.

Mayn$rd."'J'thlnk that spme one touch-
ed up the plates,' To say that an un-
spoken thought can bn Impressed upon
a piece-o- f glars Just because It Is held
oyer" another person's' forehead Is ridi-
culous.'." ,' ,
"'fTou are right. Mrs. Maynard.'--'
chmad In Varney.' "I know very little
ahquf .science. ' I regard lt all as a
stupid bore but I do know that the
sun's light la necessary to make a
photographic plate record anything.
That's almple."-- '

'tlfow about demanded Alden,
Impatiently.' "The radiations from a
Roentgen tube light pass through thoplate holder, without tho sun's light at
all, and photograph tho bones and other
obJocta. So, with thought, which Is
a 'definite vibration ot tho ether. It Is
more delicate, yet more powerful thanany. artificial light or force ever aronnra.
ted by man's Instruments. I will provW
If In van

Try"lt now. thon!" taunted Varney.
,"Vhy not get a plcturo of your

prescribing
apprehension.,

,

U.. m ' ,,,
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thoughts?" retorted Alden, sharply.
Varney started nervously; then hp

amlcd Ingenuously.
'"Well, my thoughts are not strong

enough to make a record. You know. I
do not claim to be Intellectual. Try Miss
Myra havo her think about m0 and
we'll eo the reaults."

"Very good," answered Alden. "Willyou please sit down. Miss Myra, and wo
will make a try. Wo havo two scoffers
with us, and their thoughts
may Interfere."
i Myra obeyed. Dr. Alden held tho plato
holdar, closed tightly, to be light proof,
against her low forehead. Ho wae tempt- -'
ea o toucn the alluring golden ringlets
which, framed' the sweet oval face., But
Insteade averted his face and watched
VarnfV. who was solicitously assisting
Mrs. Maynard to don her street cloak.
Myra's eyes. had turned from Varney
to Alden. 'She looked down In embar- -
rassment ao he suddenly caught the

rl0!!.""!.!!1!?16,aa Mrs. Wat- -
tersop is coming over to talk about the
club tfieetlnK 'next week. You can come
on home with Arthur," said her moth- -
er. '

snio icii ine room nna Tvaa soon speea- -
Ing in tVlM automobile. Mvra II

was siieni ana Aioen intent upon ins
experiment. Varney fidgeted nervous
ly, i ifiai iifiiniiiK a cigarette.

"Are you aure you are thinking about
Mr. asked Alden.

"Yes, yes, Indeed," she replied quick-
ly.

"WCell. It about time to dovelop the
picture," said the doctor, looking at
his watch.

He lifted tho plate holder. Myra rose
to follow, him, with Varney, into the
dark room. There he put the glass .quar,
iiuuua" na uouai i;iuvcoa ui wubiuhht,

bath in the developer, and finally In
hypo ftxlni: bath. He peered at It

a8lns,t, h.e a,u11 crlmBn 5'0W fthe
- ,ht- - vrney, standing behind

Alden was startled as he saw thn
which upon the glass

plato, Myra looked at It and Impul-
sively took It from him. It was the
pronie, not or Artnur varnoy, but ofPayson --Udenl Her thoughts had

uaumi) Keen iniercsi in tne psycnie, n"7'", w muiu
Many times Pftyhon Aldnn hid enJeav- - "Have you nny plcturo votT" he ask-ore- d

to eliminate him from their con-l- "- scornfully. "This closo room Ib
ferences, but Myni's mother, with fam-'n- t what I would call a porfume shop.
Inlno obstinacy, had on his ' cannot stand the odor of these chem-presenc- o.

And tho physician irood-- 1 cala very much longer. Myra. Please
naturedly wwikencd before her Jeter-- 1 hurry up with tho foolishness,"

"Thought the
concluded, the

science.

VarneV?"

appeared

from photographic plates made by AmAiaVutJltth&erlte'apn "."f " .boUtl1StnerrAup,1a!en

thS though? fin Pf "A Arthur, let us go home.
Junior iom. i nit...,?.'. ? !f.P J A,den P'cked out a ppor subjectSfmL..nS !i,ce,.k11 wta;.a' for h'B experiment, because tho plate

is absolutely untouched."graph: In othjr cases It was a simple ghe placed the glass upon thesuch as a triangle, a square b.oxveloplng;table and Varney with a sigh
or a bird. It been necessary to'f relief W4lked out Into the light of
pick out something which could be ths laboratory.

"I knew It was all nonsense. Some
day. Alden, you will give up this silly
business and return to for
measles and mumnsl" he-sal- as they

IT
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'started townrd tho lower oor.
Aincn s ince had vetn uiuminnieu

with a curiously happy expression.
Now he laughed at the sarcasm.

"Well, some day I want to do so,
Varney. A physician's work Is the
moat inspiring In tho world. It la a
life of sacrifice, for the happiness and
safety of others. Its rent reward 1b
not In tho payment of bills, but In theknowledge ot battling
against doath nnd suffering."

"Why don't you stick to it?"
"Hocauso I believe In completing one

task before starting another. As a
psychic practitioner I am working'
right now ns a. spiritual surgeon to
rcmovo from society a dnngorous dis-
ease a virulent cancor-o- f criminality

so that it may threaten no more
lives. 1 nm doing tho best

medical work,, nlong a new line, 'ofmy whole career right now."
varnoy.Hhot a look of vemon at tho

physlcliui which won unobserved, ns
thnt gentleman was helping Myra with
her stioet coat.

Tho trio loft tho house, to walk by n

roundabout path to the Maynard home.
A long Jntint It was, and Myra did most
of the talking, her face Illuminated and
o stranso gladpess In her heart t.iat tho
thought photograph had turned out as
It had, that Dr. Alden knew her ccciet.
Myni thut. despite their anxiety,
niattcm vtcio woiklng out toward a
eolation which would bring ultimata re-
ward.

"I wonder If the Master of tho Black
Order Is --.till In tho land nf tho living?
she asked him. as they turned Into the
driveway of tho. reddence.

mused Paysrm Aldon.
"I' wonder." echoed Arthur Varpey,

with a faint smile.

CHAPTER XXXIX.
Thc Gardeners Planting.

A 8 the three of them walked up
toward tho fine old mansion

TV M'rt- - ""V ma working over
the hedge, with thp thick scis- -

80rs use b' eardeners. His face was
to her.

"Who is that man?" asked tho'doctor,
aulckly.... . . l - .... ..

"i. novcr saw mm cotore. ru osk,
replied tho girl. ho walked over tow-
ard thc nodding pleasantly.

"Who nro you"" she asked.
Tho fellow touched his cap with a

crlniv flnccr
"Tho lady just engaged me as the new

gardener. Ma'am. My namo Is Joe."
"All right, Joe. l hope your work

turns out well. Wo have needed Borne
one to attend to the lawns and hedges
ror over ft wcok. i auena to my own

hut will be to have you
a',o0Vnd' to help mo v?jth your advice
Qood day,

sue turnea away ana tne man again
touched his cap. Tnero seemed a
shade of rogrot on his face, then hla
heavy mouth tightened he con-
tinued hla task of clipping the new
shoots of the old hedgerow. As Alden
nnd Varney pnssed, tho latter shot a
keen glnnco at tho workman, and then
looked away indifferently.

Within the houso Mrs. Maynard
greeted them, while Myra went up-
stairs to nttond to tho little vanities
of adjusting her wind-blow- n curls
and a ttny dab of tho powdor puff.
8ho removed hor hat. She tossed herstreet coat to n chnlr, and 'then, real-
izing that the room was close, she
walked to the window to raise It. As
ulie, did so there was a Budden, sharpreport from outside the house!

Tho glass of tho window wns, shat-
tered n few Inches above the yellow
head nnd her hair wm covered with
the broken fragments. She brushed
tho slivers aside, and jumped to the
shelter of the well. Then sho walked
quickly to the opposite side of theroom, where the little Jagged hole In

. ''

,

the 'wallpaper the presence
of'the bullet which' hd graeed her ab
narrowly. Bhcrnn her .fingers oyer It.
wlth'a shudder of

Alden, folldwed by Varney, had
datihed urf the' stairs. The two men
peerod excitedly.

i'What waa It?" demanded the phyal-
clan.

Site pointed to the bullet hole, and
th'on toward'the broken pane of glass.

''Homebody fired at mo through the
window." '

Tho -- physician turned quickly, and
ran down the stairs, three stops-a- t a
time. He sped through the doorway
to the, portico. "The gardener' was
working with a rako in one of the
flower beds about twenty feet' from
the house.

"Did you hear that shot, my man?"

,.,.
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demanded tho doctor. "Come, now4
aome one tried to shoot Miss Myra."

The gardener shook his head, with
an expression of 'Incredulity.

"I heard something, sir. I thought
It was tho auto back-firin- g. That waa
all, sir."'' "Where, did ttie sound come from?"

The physician stared keenly at the
worKman.

! "It camo down that way, sir, aa I

THE. ATTEMPT TAlLliD -
the

toward
street, driveway, awake yet."

mechanism all right?"
nway." declared Is

this
Are you sure you see anyone?"

Varnev had come un behind Aldon.
The gardener reiterated his state-
ment.

think the man Is right." ho de
-- fv'-? the

11. of

rct. The wns
more

was
,n connection, and

.w u,..;, i. iucn, i

The nhook his head, and

alW thryVrdd0towardC'a lisum"6mo? 1. iniv n,"
s?blo Ze conce?ment fo" nvPn,?;

i

bed?oom
!nd2w'Aid.?n-.b-- 1

an old green Rardencrn wheelbarrow,
box' PVatCho Pcamt."VuV:ddn,r,e'lW-'d-rv.1,,,.',?.' '
Inghe'rdeneV'ah'arp'ry"

iiii wiini you learn ( nsKftllVarney. "This man is a stupid
and knows nothing, I sure."

Alden fixedly at the gardener,
who returned his gaxe without a quiver
of the heavy oyellds. Then the doctor '
walked back to tho houre. followed
by Varney.

"You must not worry Maynard;
It waa doubtless on accident of somo
rott. let Myra b
cartful the fuf.:re. thnt Is nil."

Alden.
"It Is a more trifle." and Vnrney for

the time absented In an opinion
with his rival.

But sharp glance of subtle warn-
ing apprised Myra tho rhvslclanwas sending her wordless message
of portent. The four of them took along motor that afternoon, dining
U quaint old road tavern up In

estchester. Whop they returned it
wns midnight

Myra apprehensively asked two
men to enter, that nhe might look
through the house for any posilble In-
truders. Mrs. Mavnard was annoyed,
but Alden assented. They wentthrough, the house fiopi basement togarret, nnd made sure that no ma-
rauders secreted thenanelves

Then, after n significant glance
from the doctor. Myra urged them to'
remain a few minutes longer the

rom. Mrs. Maynnrd politely
half a yawn and Vamey ac-
cented the hint by rising.

"It Is later than I thought: why. It
Is twelve. It Is time for all good
people to, be abed." he said, a
look at Alden, as walked to

Tho. doctor Ignored the remark, bid-
ding a cool good nleht.

After Varnoy'a departure Myra'a
mother resorted valnlv to anothervisible hint, and finally excused her-
self with a reprotchful look at Mvra.
But the drl pretended not to see her.No sooner had the swish of Mrs. May.
nard'a silk dress been quieted then Dr.
Alden turned to Myra.

"I suspect that new gardener of yours.
Where does he sleep. Miss Myra?r

"Over the stable, In the groom's room.
Our lives at home."

"Well. I'd like to And out what bios-so-

of thought Is ralslmr In the
garden of his brain," was Aldcn'a
further comment.

"What do mean? Thought pho-
tography'".

fortunately happen to
have plateholder with plate In

I am going up there and
get an Impression while he, Is asleep."

"Splendid," exclaimed tho girl. "But
you must let mo go with you to show
the way."

The doctor objected. But at last
Myra persuaded hlin .to hor accom-
pany him. They soon tlptoelnc
through the stable nnd up the
stairs.

Tho gardener they found sleeping
heavily. Alden Intensified hln slumbers
with a few skillful hynnotlo
Then he placed the plateholder aualnst
the man's forehead many minutes.

It's time now," ho said, examining his
watch with tho aid of his pocket bulb-ligh- t.

Thev left as silently as had
come, after tho doctor had released the
hypnotic spell with few gestures of
the hands, Tho man slept on, unwitting
of the

When they reached the house Mrs.

Maynnrd waa angrily pacing the. hall
noor.
r"Thls Is outrageous , Dr. Alden! There

Is a limit to my nature. You had
no right to expose' Myra to the night
air at this time. And besides, she
should not be, out 6f the house now with
all tho danger about her."

Alden apologised, trying to mollify
hftr. t

"Wo were experimenting .with thought
photography again," .said. Myra, as Al-io- n

hclned hor remove her cloak.
"Ridiculous! You Come uo to

bed."
Alden glanced at tho long cheval mir

ror In tho hallway. ,

"A 'splendid Men," he suddenly , ex-
claimed,' and Impetuously Jte lifted It
from Its support,' starting un the stair
way, with It. Myra'a, mother waa 'as
tounded, nut. me doctor; vignorea ntr
comment, advancing, to 'the girl's room.
" The moonngnt was streaming inrougn
tho window. Myra, ai.Aiaena sugges
tlon, pulled down both the black andl
white shades, and ,llt electric lights,

nMnw" aalri", nhvalclan. ataniHnar.v....thn mirror ud at an anele from -- "."win i

dow, "If Mts Myra stands right here
at the side of the 'window, she will be
protected and to any one outside the
window It will appear that she Is stand-
ing right In the window .Itself. If there
Is another 'accidental' shooting like this
one today the bullet will go through the
mirrored reflection. Do you under-
stand.

Myra nodded, but her mother sniffed
Indignantly.

"II these scientific things have done
nothing but bring on more trouble. You

Alden laughed Indulgently.
"All right. I apologlre f6r wearing

out my welcome, but It Is aelf-l- n

tercst. I simply Insist that Miss Myra
stay In the house, Keep away rrom an
windows ll after breakfast, and then
at her norWial rising she pull up
the shade from the side. Good night!"

He left Myra with an unusually ardent
hand clasp, and the girl slept In her
mother's room that night. Alden dorr-l-

oped the thought photograph In the
seclusion or nis lODonuory oar room
before he went to bed. Whatever the
result ho seemed satisfied with his de
ductlons.

CHAPTER XXXX.
The Machine Gun.

EXT morn ng around breakfast

N' time a certain deserted cottage
on a hillside several hundred
yards away from the Maynard

home was visited by Arthur Vamey and
a companion who waa carrying a leather
case. Varney opened this cautiously
and drew from It a powerful telescope.
He adjusted this In the window of the
eastern side of the house, training It
upon the faraway window of Myra'a
bedroom. After Ilxjng the focus satis-
factorily he turned to the other.

"Well, It will be easy to see from here
now. I wonder what Is delaying the
gardener?"

Even as he spoke the man sidled fur-
tively in through a rear door. He
touched his hat respectfully to Vamey,
and they exchanged the "thumbs-up- "

.and the gardener, who had been working
for many hours since the dawn, lifted
thc lid of an Innocent-lookin- g dry goods
box.

Ho raised on a pivoted arm a small

.'-- .. ,. ,. ., i,A ,.-- w

kl IW UlllilllB, Ul tltl-- '! ft,""' ' W u.- -

in lilt-- iiiisT hi vibiuii iiiiuiian s.aiu auia'. anl directed delicately at the
wlidowp covered by the white
"j." J,"" Jf
khu'pwm'Bo to tr' pleaded "the

nervously. "You know one day"' " 'w,U",wdTha't
Varnoy lit a cigarette and started to

the doorway.
"Tho Master never breaks a pledge

You mufct keep your word with nlm. I
will leave ou here to earn' out vour
dulty."

Then ne waigcn oy a roiinoaoout
course to the Maynard nomc. As ho
reached the drhewav Dr. Allen de-
scended from the taxlcnb Varney had
reached the porch by the time the
physician had received his change frcm
the rhauffeur. Tho two rivals exchanged
sharp looks, but spoke with formal po-
liteness.

"I thought It would wise for me to
drop In, early as it Is, to see hpw Mis
Mavnard Is feeling this morning,"

Varney.
"That was my ldfa. ns well," coldly

tho doctor.
A entered tne doorway, tner

heard a scream from Mrs. Mavnard,
Who stood on tho .second floor at the
head of the stalrwny.

"Great Scott!" exclaimed the doctor.
mnnlntr up

Myra's mother had disappeared in the
direction of the room of her daughter.
Within Myra's room was further evl- -

recollect It," answered gardener. a'n,or lC,, ,?K
He pointed the dlitant1 er ' 8tl ' Uaw,n- - 80,.?he,hf

far down the with a i"01 said
stupid uncertainty.

"That Is too far Al- - ! The automatic aimer
,i.n "Tk. .i,r,i .n..,i,.H ,.-- .. .... I right In box bv the window. See7

didn't

I
mltor to Hat used In fnclared. "The sound came from o long

-- .,.. iu.. a battleship, for the elec--

Master, it was
tu.alonp material "Tinea than

tho EPlrlttial; for this contrivance
M hl wn PnnlnK.
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NEW YORK. N. T.-- Not long ago a
man came to me who was nearly half a
century old and asked me to give him a
preliminary examination for life Insur-
ance, I was astonished to find hm
with the blood pressure of a boy ot 20
and as full of vigor, vim and vitality as
a young man; In fact a ycung man he

notwithstanding age. The
secret he said was taking Iron nuxated
iron had filled htm with renewed life.

30 he was ln bad health; at 8 care-
worn and nearly all In. Now at SO a
miracle of vitality and his face beaming
with the buoyancy ot youth. As I have
said a hundred times over, Iron is the
greatest of all strength builders. It
people would only throw away patent
medicines and nauseous concoctions and
take simple nuxated Iron, I am con-
vinced that the lives of thousands ot
persons might be saved, who now die
every year from grippe,

kidney, liver 'and heart
trouble, etc. The real and true cause
which started their diseases waa noth-
ing nor less than a weakened con-

dition brought on by lack of Iron In the
blood. Iron Is absolutely necessary to
enable your blood to chango food Into
living tissue. Without It, no matter how
much or what you eat, your food merely
passes through you without you
any good. You don't get the strength
out of It and as a consequence you be-

come weak, pale and sickly looking just
w n nlant trying to grow In a soil de

ficient In Iron. If you are not strong or
well you owe It to yourself to mako the
following test: See how long you can
work or how far you can walk without
becoming urea, isexi two nvo
craln tablets of ordinary nuxated Iron
three times per day after meals for

'two weeks. Then tet your strength
and see for yourself how much

dence of the tragic determination of,tb
The big mirror was

shattered by anether bullet -

the shelter ,of the wall. "The bullet;passed through the gloss exactly where)my head was reflected.1'
A Iffati ( IS art tMIMhaai-- l ilmttn.i.l..

more. This iime hla action was careful.Iv TilannjtfY I.. ..tf...... h . . .l.
down the steps stepped outfrom the arlgle of the houso where hebad been concealed. , -

"Doctor! I saw it. It waa from thataummernouto therea pup; of smokewent up from the door of itl"A'dcn and the bluecoat ran for the)
jJSF'.l h0,, 'w,,h revolver..Again It waa empty. . "

day, began Alden. and then h0 beganto pry around the old Junk which lit-ler- ed

the 'Place." Now. hpwever, hofound something more1 definite. It waathe mUZZlm nt'n mmmtutff. --4ff.
Gingerly trie it unfinding it arranged lit i ?lc?-llk-

e holder;altnoh.,1 i . n. .- -, , .:'. '. " - -- ."j iiicviiuiiiBin oi wneeim
IT.S . wnoie arrangement
KJ?J5.n Vnnn",'r concealed under thoflooring of the summer house.An automobile slghter." waa the doc--
wirrJsCleTd'"nl "LtV' " Whfr thei

1??. blew his whlstl and
fhoaie.n,en ? ?"'-o- r appeared on
vlnffvne, though by magic. ArthursUndlng on the porch steps ot
r,r.o.?Jine' "l.Yent to a nuttered 1m- -

MMt1'Ii? b,U otJ the end of a CIr..!' .'eolh. oed In rage. ,

of AldJn thl" troubIe'" h Mked
nin0.J?undft.the nj'-ho- d. and.now I'm

whwe h"etst" " y p,lrtjr tov l kno
The doctor, with hla weapon ln his

Hi.n0ewiihurr.le.d toward the "ble.S?wifa rollow.ed by Varney. Miss Myra
.n1i,bJr ,mothe-- i while one policemanalong grimly after them.
Alden rushed up the stairs to thegardener a room, and cautiously openedthe door. The room was empty. Varnev

fa8uVghsVent " another of n's Tltatlng
"I guess must have had a baddream last night,' doctor!" ha taunted.' Your theories have been

r,hu,tr.ti,.I,".v."W th Pbyelclan.
one who has engi-

neered the deal; at least, his hand
death"" throttle of the engine of

The others had crowded Into the de-serted room, as Alden drew somethingfrom hla pocket
"How do you know that?" was Var-ney s Question. Despite his rabid dis-like of this interloping meddler, hewas forced against his will to a pro-

found admiration of the physician's
aubtle sleuthing."

"Simply with this!"
Alden held up a small photographlo

plate, which he handed to Myra. On
ll waB "blurred Image of a man'shead, with two thumbs upturned oneither side of the malevolent, snarl-ing features. It waa the .face of themaster of the Black Order."How did you get that?" And Var-n,e- y

a voice was tense and eager.
Alden looked at him, answering-slowly- .

"You ridiculed my thought photog-raphy yesterday well, this Is onetime when It worked out right"Let me see It I can't beUeve thatsuch things are done.Varney snatched the plato. studied Itearnestly, and then bungllngly drop-ped It to the floor. The glass squarewas shattered hopelessly.
i"0h.' c"u my stupidity!" he apolo-Bi5e.- a'

J l am 80 clumsy this terribleafralr has made me nervous."Alden looked at him and then shrug-ged his shoulders. He started for theground floor again.
"Well, It la of no consequence. Wnw'l' ,Ket him yet And there is a

B.0.?, ,y.fup.pLy of Photographic platesstill left. I have only begun to makemy collection, of thought pictures.Letus see what the police have duff
They found the yard deserted, ex-co- pt

for a lone policeman.
Where are the others, officer?" ask-

ed Varney.
Jn J.he dltence they 'could barely seethe blue ngures rushing into tho smallstructure. The four of them peered In-

tent, to observe the men reappear, look-ing about the grounds, as though thotrail had been lost.
This proved to be the case. The po- -

Lcet.CnPAalnw"s ba.ck. ,,n a rew minutes
t0.S!' ?.r- - of his failure.the birds had flown," he said. "Wo
I?ht.,ft.b.,.i!elMC2Iwia5a an nutomatloend of the wires. Thoywero laid about three Inches deep Inthe dirt, and It didn't take us long totrace them up. But, you can't swear
S"L5' SV'V" ajflnst a andwires and wheels.,v'

CHAPTER XXXTT.
The Gardener's Reward.

N the secret headquarters of thoI Black Order several of tho black-robe- d

brethren were conversing In
.n.MXC,t0(.u'whls''e,r8'. Bl things weroas they well knew. But every- -

wiL.l,ncer,aln' suspense.nXhe gardener, after giving the regu.
(Continued on Page Eighteen.)

you have gained. I haye seen dotena oinerVOUS. rnn-nnw- n n.ont. tuhM w.. .it
ln. all the while, double their strength
and endurance and entirely get rid of allsymptoms of dyspepsia, liver and other
wuuuioa in irom ten to rourteon dayatime simply by tailing Iron ln tho proper
form. And this after they had In somecases been doctoring for months with-out obtalhlng any Tienent. But don'ttake the old forms of reduced iron. Ironacetate or tincture of iron imr,i
save a few cents. You must take Iron
"i oii mui can De easily absorbedand assimilated like nuxated Iron If youwant It to do you any good, otherwise It
mM Prove worse than useless. Many an
athlete or prizefighter has won the daysimply because he knew the secret of
?feat strength and endurance and filled
his blood with Iron before he went Into
the affray, while many another has gone
down to inglorious defeat simply for thelack of Iron. E. Snucr, M. D.

NOTE. Nuxated Iron, recommended aboaby Dr. Bauer, ia not a pi lent msillclna norsecret remedy, but one wnlch Is ttall knownto nruf fists and whose Iron con.tlttc-.Mit- s erawidely prescribed by eminent Phelclanseverywhere. Unlike the older Inorganic Ironproducts. It Is easily assimilated, does notinjure the teeth, make them Mack, nor up-
set the stomach; on the contrary, it Is a,
moat potent remedy, in nearly all forme of

aa well aa far nervous, rundown
conditions. The manufacturers have Miengreat confidence In Nuxated Iron that they
offer to forfeit 1100.00 to any rharltable In-
stitution If they cannot take anv man or
woman under (0 who lacks Iron Incraaae
their atrenith :0u pr iut, or over In tour
weeke' time, provided they have no rerloi.sorganic trouble. They also offer to refundjour money If It does not nt least doubtsyour strenfth and endurance In ten daya'
lime. is in mis cur py jidim
o'Donnell and all other drugiista-Ad- v.

Like A Boy at 50 Bubbling Over
With Vitality Taking Iron Did It

Doctor aaya Nuxated Iron is greatest of all strength builders Of in-
creases the strength and endura nee"of delicate, nerrous folks 200

per cent. In two weeks time.

really was his

At

pneumonia,
consumption,

more

doing

iaKe

again

Orwn

you

and


